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Evaluation Feedback 

1. Objectives in coming along
· Become more informed and knowledgeable about food growing, allotments and permaculture

· Share ideas and learn good practice for Knowsley projects and events

· Network and meet new contacts to set up joint working

2. How expectations were met

Everyone found the trip a valuable learning experience that met their expectations. 

· Inspirational centre and many new practical ideas for using growing space for food growing, wildlife and people

· Increased knowledge and understanding of what is possible, and thinking outside of the box

· Plans to bring other Knowsley groups to learn from Offshoots and inform community work and events eg Flower Show, Green Fayre events

· Increased awareness of allotments potential for training and education, reusing wastes/recycling

· Good networking and partnership opportunities

3. Potential for new projects in Knowsley

· Borough-wide grow and eat initiative through partnerships
· Extend opportunities for local food growing projects eg Northwood Allotments to progress, share skills and knowledge with others eg Knowsley Flower Show
· Improve allotments in Knowsley
· Gardening projects, plants and plant usage eg for health, streetsmart schemes
· Recycling and reusing wastes, reducing carbon footprint
· Improve biodiversity, particularly for bees, and reduce areas of barren mown grass
· Training on gardening and growing food, 

· Cooking and preparing healthy food, developing eg Café Society in Stockbridge Village with kitchen garden, wild food expertise

· Training on cob building 

4. Areas of training and new skills needed

· Food growing and starting an allotment

· Horticulture
· Outdoor cooking and wild food gathering

· Cob and straw bale building, other eco-building techniques and materials

· Woodworking

· Permaculture

· Crop and soil rotation

· Development of qualifications for work, volunteering

· Wildlife eg bees

· Sources of funding and gaining resources

· Some partners have start up and pilot funding available but not long term.

· KHT has some larger funding for green activities in tenant areas

· Knowsley target:Wellbeing programme has some revenue for events/activities and training 

5. Opportunities to match fund and create new bids

6. Support needed from Great Outdoors and 

·       Knowsley Target:Wellbeing 

· Strengthening and supporting partnerships 
· Helping with funding and resources
· Organising similar events
· Networking and contacts
· Knowledge and expertise, training and new skills development
· Raise awareness of importance of environment for health
· Promoting healthy communities and more food growing
Finally some lovely comments:

An excellent trip..learned lots of new things….inspiring many ideas …meeting other people with same interest…so much encouragement to go forward…fantastic trip, very valuable information and an inspiring project… and finally – “to see vibrant plantlife, engaged participants and devoted project workers melding together so beautifully was a rare joy!”

 And so, over to us all.  Thanks to all for coming along.
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